
1955 January      Muncie Indiana joins the MWR! 

 

 

 

1955 February 

 

 

MWR Member Bill Lang resigned as Vice-President of the NMRA.  

He was frustrated with the fact that he was responsible for a 

number of Committees that he had no voice in selecting a 

Chairman.  Bill will continue to work within the MWR. 

 

 

 



1955 February 

 

 

1955 March 

 

Directors making plans for the May convention. 

 

There will be three candidates for MWR President in 1955 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1955 March          MWR President BIG Brad Bradley! 

 



1955 May     MARVIN DUESING, Vice-President, MWR 

 

 

 

 



1955 June          HERB KRIEN, MWR TREASURER 

 

 

 



1955 June Waybill printed the MWR CONSTITUTION 

 



1955 July                 Photos in the Waybill 

 

NMRA Legend Ed Ravenscroft      FRANK SAVILLE, MWR Sec. 

 

1955 July 

 

CB&Q shops staff wows tour attendees at Spring convention. 

 

National Trustees invited to Chicago for January meetings. 

 

 

 



1955 August 

 

 



1955 September 

 



1955 October 

 

 



1955 November 

 

 



1955 December    BENARD J. POLLOCK, Editor Waybill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1956 January, I, John Coy (June 2025), do NOT have copies of 

the 1956 January, February or March Waybills. 

 

1956 April 

   



1956 May 

 

Indianapolis was officially voted in to be a part of the Midwest 

Region, along with Davenport, IL, Berrien County, MI, and Alton, 

IL. 

 

1956 June 

 

1956 June 

 



1956 June 

 

 

 



1956 July 

 

Ed Ravenscroft conducted Clinic at Spring Meet. 

 

1956 August 

 

Dr. Eber H. Allen won the election for Central Vice-President.  

Only 224 ballots were cast out of 1200.  The WAYBILL may have 

had a part  as he won by only 19 votes. 

 



1956 September    

 

Harry Bondurant was presented a Honorary Lifetime 

Membership for his services to the NMRA! 

 

Edward A. Ravenscroft received the VERY FIRST NMRA 

President's Award! 

 

 



1957 January 

 

A Spring trip to Purdue University is planned.  Be there! 

 

1957 Feb / March 

 

BIG Brad Bradley Operating on the Glenview Short Line 

 

1957 April 

 

The terms of several Regional Officers and Directors will end at 

West Lafayette.  It is appropriate, therefore, to review briefly 

some of the important items that were encountered last year: A 

better system for electing national Vice-Presidents, financial 

operations of the Region, and the Waybill which is sent to all 

Region Member for FREE. 

 



1957 April 

 

Various photos at the Purdue University Model Railroad Club 

 

1957 May 

 



1957 May 

 

More images from Purdue University 

 

1957 June 

 

Your Region Board is bound and determined that the 1960 NMRA 

National convention will be held in Chicago.  This will be the 

Silver Annivwersary, 25 years, of NMRA existence.  Chicago is a 

world famous railroad hub and is a great place for the national 

convention. 

 

 

 



1957 July 

 

 

1957 August       Waybill Editor is stepping down... 

 

 



1957 October 

 

Dr. Eber Allen announced as NMRA President.  He is a Hoosier 

and was presented a ten-gallon hat upon his arrival by Lone Star 

Region Members; who also made him an honorary Texan!  Eber 

promised to start calling himself “Tex” onward.   

 

1957 December 

 

 

 



1958 January 

 

A note about the “deposed” O gauge being overtaken by the 

popularity of HO.  However, many have mistaken deposment for 

death, O scale is much alive and kicking. 

 

1958 March   CANDIDATES FOR MIDWEST REGION OFFICE 

 

             Paul Callaham John Carruthers   Richard Faitz 

             James Lingeman  Charles Love  Arthur Snelson 

 

Their Bios following on the next page... 

 



1958 March 

 

Election results next page... 

 

 

 

 

 



1958 May                 ELECTION RESULTS 

 

1958 May        New Members Midwest Region Board 

 

 

L to R: Charles Love, Secretary-Treasurer, James Lingeman, 

Charles Byers, John Carruthers, Robert Browne (Vice-President), 

Paul Callaham, and Roger Kemen (President). 

 



1958 May  “Five illustrious Model Railroaders indeed” 

 

L to R: Roger Deatherage, Marvin Duesing, Robert Johnson, G. 

William Lang and Edward Ravenscroft.  MWR President Paul 

Callaham had the pleasure of presenting these men the FIRST 

CERTIFICATES OF MERIT ever issued by the Region. 

 

 

Ken Mortimer's clinic about trolleys.  Ken is pictured 

 

1958 August 

 

MWR Emblems...soon to be available are metal lapel emblems 

similar to those sold by the National with the letters MWR on 

them.  Only $2 each.  Still available are the Region cloth 

emblems for 50 cents each. 

 



1958 November 

 

 

“PICTURES, PAGE ONE 

 

From left to right, top row: Big A.B. Bradley with Dr. Eber Allen.  

The Registration Desk nwith Guess who, Charlie and “Mrs. Love, 

and Jim Lingeman.  The dispatchers and chief dispatcher 

running traffic on the Wa Wa RR.   

 

From left to right, bottom row: Picture taking at Ravenscroft's.  

Your Editor [Donald R. Davis] watching a South Shore combine 

go humming by.  Walt Berry explaining a construction feature of 

his layout.” (Last photo NOT identified.) 

 

1958 December 

 

The Waybill has existed for seven year now. 

 



1959 March          Candidates for  MWR Board 

 

 

    Kenneth Mortimer       Charles Byers        Richard Faitz 

   James Lingemann       Russell Porter           Carl Dehnert 

 

Candidates Biographies follow on the next page... 

 

 

 

 



1959 March 

 



1959 April 

 

RESOLUTION DRAFTED Your BOD has drafted a resolution which 

is to be presented to the Membership at the annual business 

meeting in Milwaukee.  The Resolution asks that the MWR 

Constitution be amended to create a permanent committee to 

be known as “The Midwest Region Historical Committee.   

 

It will be the duty of this official committee to keep the 

historical record of the MWR.  It will carry through a running 

record of all MWR meetings, activities and events. 

 

1959 May 

 

NEW PAPER STARTED 

 

The Purdue Railroad Club has started a newsletter dedicated to 

the Alumuni of Purdue University who are interested in model 

railroading or railroading in general.  It is entitled: THE PURDUE 

CALL BOARDV and will be published four times per year.  The 

very first Editor is Wade Frasch. 

 

There seems to be a slight disagreement here... 

 



1959 June 

 

 

 



1959 July 

 

 

 

Descriptions of photos on following page... 



1959 July 

 

 

 

1959 July 

 

Newly elected Director Russ Porter resigns due to his new job of 

Midwest Editor for Railroad Model Craftsman magazine.  Russ 

believes it is a conflict of interest and a violation in the NMRA 

Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1959 November      Fall Meet Palatine, Illinois 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1960 January  THE SILVER ANNIVERSARY YEAR OF THE NMRA 

 



1960 March            CANDIDATES MWR BOARD 1960 

 

 

 

 

Candidates Bios on following page.... 

 

 

 

 



1960 March 

 

 

 



1960 June     SPRING MEET 1960 PHOTOs BELOW 

 

 

 

 



1960 June 

 

1960 September – October---photo captions on following page 

 



1960 September – October—captions below are previous page 

 

 

 

 

1960 September –October captions below are for following page 

 

 



1960 September –October 

 

 



1960 October – November 

 

 



1960 October – November 

 

1961 January             A.C. Gilbert Dies 

 

 

 

 



1961 January        FRONT PAGE OF WAYBILL 

 

First Mention for possibly forming a Central Indiana Division 

 



1961 January       ORGANIZATION OF DIVISIONS 

 

 



1961 February - March 

 

Candidate Bios on following page 

 



1961 February - March 

 



1961 April – June 1961   Pic #5 Joe Carter receive IL Division 

Charter.  The Central Indiana Division also had a Charter 

awarded. 

 

 

 



1961 April – June 1961 

 

 

 

 

1961 June - July 

 

BOD ELECTION RESULTS: A total of 533 Ballots were cast. Ken 

Mortimer 330, Walt Berry 315, Dr. Harding 286, Charles Martin 

235, Len Madsen 231, Ken Curtiss 170.  The top three were 

elected for a two year term.  There were 460 yes votes and 38 

no votes for the adoption of the new MWR Constitution. 

 

 



1961 October – November  FALL MEET PHOTOS CHICAGO 

 

 

 



1961  December 

 

NOTE:  This article relayed that the MWR began in December...it 

began September 2nd, 1945. 

 

 

 

 



1962 February – March  NEW ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS PROGRAM 

Mr. Jack Taylor Kirby is the FIRST MWR CHAIRMAN. 

 



1962 February 

 

As of February 21st, 1962, the MWR had 1721 members.  Club 

secretaries are urged to submit their rosters before August 1st. 

 

1962 April – May 

 

 



1962 April – May  Roger Kemen and Chuck Cornish Pass Away 

 

FIRST ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS WON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1962 May            Gilbert F. Ziemann Passes Away 

 

1962 September  Roger B. Deatherage Passes Away 

 

 

1962 November 

 

Jack Taylor Kirby announced as a Master Model Railroader!  HE 

is the FIRST in the MWR!  CONGRATULATIONS! 

 



1962 November 

 

Dr. Edward A. Heffner has replaced Jack Taylor Kirby as 

Chairman for the MWR Achievement Program Awards as Jack 

has been appointed as the second National Achievement Awards 

Chairman following Doug Smith of the Northeast Region. 

 

1962 December 

 

THE CAPTIONS ON THE RIGHT ARE FOR THE PICTURES  ON 

THE FOLLOWING PAGE... 

 

 



1962 December 

 



1963 January   News Tidbits and Sustaining Membership 

 



1963 March           BOD CANDIDATES FOR 1963 

 



1963 June – July  MWR MINUTES / BILL WALTHERS MMR #6 

 

 



William Walthers is the SECOND MMR in the Midwest Region. 

 

 



1963 June – July   VARIOUS PHOTOS MWR CONVENTION 

 

 

1963 July:  The Central Indiana Division was presented its 

Charter in Indianapolis at the Omni-Sevrin Hotel. 



1963 September    RAVENSCROFT GETS THEM ALL!  A FIRST! 

He is the THIRD MMR for the MWR!  NOTE:  Ravenscroft is listed 

On-Line under “Pacific Southwest Region” as MMR.  That was by 

his own request.  I have no explanation other than that was by 

his own request. 

 

 



1963 October – November 

 

Dr. Edward A. Heffner announced as the 4th MMR in the MWR. 

 

1963 December  

 

The Calumet Division was formed. 

 

1964 January        Initial Meeting photos Calumet Division! 

 



1964 January                 Calumet Division News 

 

 



1964 Feb – Mar    MWR Candidates   William R. Herbig 

         Jack Kirby Taylor 



1964 Feb – Mar    MWR Candidates 

 

 

 



1964 April – May    

 

Jack Kirby Taylor for Central Area Vice-President! 

 

1964 April – May    

 

 



1964 June – July      Photos from the MWR Spring Convention 

 

 



1964 June – July 

 

Dr. Heffner becomes NMRA master Model Railroader #12.  He is 

the FOURTH MMR in the Midwest Region. 

  

 

1964 September 

 

Jack Kirby Taylor resigned as MWR President due to being 

elected as national Central Area Vice-President.  Roger M. Perry 

becomes MWR President and William Herbig (Anderson, Indiana) 

was elected as MWR Vice-President. 

 

We in the MWR wish Jack success in his new post. 

 

 



1964 October – November 

 



1964 October – November  WINNEBAGOLAND! 

 

 



1964 December  Newly Installed MWR VP William Herbig Speaks 

 


