Waybill
Mid West Region NMRA – Fall 2008
President’s Report
by Gary Children, President MWR
Well it’s the middle of summer and time flies. I hope
you all had a good summer. I had a couple of firsts
for myself this summer. I made an airline reservation
on the computer and flew for the first time out to the
National Convention on Midwest Airlines. There
were no cookies on the way out, but had lots of them
on the return trip. The convention was held in
Anaheim, California.
There was a lot to do this year. Not only were their
clinics some of the best I’ve seen so far (both men
and women), but their informative clinics, how-to
clinics hands-on, and craft clinics were great as well.
Be sure to come to the 2010 convention in
Milwaukee; our lady chair has many surprises for
you!
I went to three prototypes tours in Cajun Pass where
we saw a lot of trains. I also went to Tehachapi Loop
the following day and the gods also sent us a train
there as well. They were working on tracks near
Tunnel 7 but they finished and broke for lunch. We
were just about ready to leave when we heard a train
horn. There was no way we were going to leave the
area. What a sight to see; high horse power against
the hill! The last prototype tour was at the West
Colton yard, ex-SP, now Union Pacific. We also had
a tour of the Hump Yard Tower where the cars are
seen going down to the bowl which are the 49 yard
tracks. Next we went on to the engine facilities to see
the newest high horsepower engines. There were a
lot of layout tours and clinics also to see while we
were there.

Page 1 ⊗ Waybill ⊗ Fall 2008

The banquet on Friday night was good featuring a
keynote speaker from Carolwood Pacific Historical
Society. He spoke about preserving Walt Disney’s
railroad legacy. We were shown Walt’s very own 1/8
scale railroad in his backyard as well as the full sized
one that runs around Disneyland.
At any convention there is always a need for
volunteers in all positions. For instance, registration
desk, company store, tour desk, transportation area,
tour guides for layout tours, prototype tours, general
tours, auction room, clinic office, non-rail functions,
and the volunteer desk are good places to start.
Come and renew old friendships, make new friends
and help make the 2010 convention the best ever.
Everyone who signs on for a minimum of a half day
will receive a limited edition convention t-shirt. Go
to the volunteer section WISE Division website,
wisedivision.org, and sign up today.
Last year, I mentioned about the end of the line when
one of our members passes on. This came to light
this year with the passing of very good friends, Hank
Brown and Mike Ziegler. I hope you listened last
year when I said to make a list of model railroad
equipment and prices for your loved ones can deal
with your train equipment.
Please enjoy what’s left of the summer and I hope to
see you in a fall division meet. I had a good time at
the SCWD picnic. They held it out at the Riverside
and Great Northern Railway in Wisconsin Dells. If
you have time, make a day of it and take a ride on
the Riverside and Great Northern Railway. They are
working on a lot of new equipment for you. Also, try
to attend the WISE Division picnic at the Milwaukee
Zoo. There are trains that come from the shops up at
Riverside and Great Northern Railway.
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I am looking forward to next spring when the
Midwest Region Convention meets in Rockford.
Look for upcoming details in the Midwest Waybill
as well as your local division’s newspaper. In 2011,
Madison will hold the spring region convention.
There will be no convention in 2010 because of the
national NMRA convention in Milwaukee. There
will be an annual business meeting held at one of the
division meetings. This will be posted in the Waybill
when a date is set.
You may also know that my time is up as your
president. Open positions will be: president, vice
president, and three directors at large. If you would
like to run for one of these positions, please send
something about yourself and any names you would
like to nominate to the Nominating Committee with
a picture to Jim Spice at jimjet@comcast.net.
We are also looking for a new Waybill Editor. Barb
Rothwell has done an excellent job over the years. I
wish her luck in her new endeavors and a big thank
you for all that she has done.
I hope to see you sometime in the fall at your
division meeting. I enjoy coming to different
meetings to see different clinics and layouts. Please
try to attend the 2010 convention in Milwaukee. We
are planning a lot of good things including
Gemuetichkait. Have a good time, and remember
model railroading is fun!
⊗

Picture Quiz….
Well, the picture quiz was a real bust.
Not one, repeat, not one, call or e-mail,
or any other means of communication
about the photos.
This leads me to believe that no one was
really conscious during the regional
convention, and the layout owners don’t
read the Waybill. Either that or no one
out there really cares. At least the guy
who sent me the photo admitted that he
didn’t have a pen with him at the time he
took the photos and couldn’t remember
who’s layout they were taken at, but they
were nice layouts, and great photos.
The photo at the left was taken near
Trempealeau, WI.
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Division Schedule
For schedules go to individual Division websites
located at: www. mwr-nmra.org/mwrmap.html

Waybill Advertising
The deadlines for camera ready ads are the same
as the copy deadlines stated elsewhere, (please
submit by e-mail in MS Word or .jpg format). If
you need ad composition, contact the Waybill
editor. We accept only Railroad related ads.
Advertising rates are:
Full page
Half page
Quarter page
Business Card size

Yearly or
$100.00
75.00
50.00
25.00

Per Issue
$35.
25.
20.
15.

Please make checks payable to MWR, and mail to:
Bryan Lemonds
6325 Bent Pine Dr
Bloomington, IN 47408

Waybill Subscriptions

Electronic Delivery
Send an e-mail to mwrsecy@mwr-nmra.org with
your name, e-mail address, NMRA number and
division. Use “Electronic Delivery Subscription”
as the subject of your e-mail. Or, if you are
reporting a change of e-mail address, use “E-Mail
Address Change” as the subject of your e-mail.

Regular Mail Subscription
Subscribe for one or two years when you join the
NMRA or renew your membership. A one-year
subscription is $6.00; a two-year subscription is
$12.00. New and renewal membership forms are
available from the membership coor-dinator for
your Division or from the NMRA website at
http://www.nmra.org/. The website offers both
online and mail-in options.
For more information about electronic delivery
and regular mail subscriptions, visit the Midwest
Region website at http://www.mwr-nmra.org/.
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Midwest Region Officers, Directors and Committee Chairmen as of Feb. 1, 2008
Officers
President (1)
Gary Children
2135 S 95th St
West Allis WI 53227
(414) 327-1666
csuperchief20@aol.c
om,
Vice President
Randy Williamson
5929 Lakeview Rd
Larsen WI 54947
(920) 836-3211
pennsy@centurytel.
net,
Secretary (2)
Bert Lattan
145 Heathrow Ct
Lake Bluff IL 60044
(847) 295-7959
mwrsecy@comcast.n
et
Treasurer
Bryan Lemonds
6325 Bent Pine Dr
Bloomington, IN
47408
(812) 334-8841
Bklemonds@att.net
Immediate Past
President
Richard Cecil
3131 N Cramer St
Milwaukee WI 53211
(414) 332-3729
thececil@sbcglobal.n
et

Directors-atLarge

Committee
Chairmen

Term Expires 2010 ,
Sean Lamb
6218 Birch Hill Dr
Madison WI 53711
(608) 271-9756
slambo@tds.net,

Achievement
Program (3)
Marv Preussler
2519 Henry St
Sheboygan WI 53081
(920) 803-9668
mpreussler@milwpc.
com

Bob Lehnen
6260 N Chester Ave
Indianapolis, IN
46220
(317) 253-6569
rlehnen@comcast.net,
Dave Poquette
5665 N Bay Ridge
Ave
Whitefish Bay WI
53217
(414) 906-0678
dpoquette@wi.rr.com
Jim Osborn
2202 Bay Oaks Dr
McHenry IL 60051
(815) 578-8315
webmaster@mwrnmra.org
Term Expires 2009 ,
Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr
Bedford IN 47421
(812) 275-3634
mrlit@insightbb.com,

Audit
Richard Sweet
11 Park Place Cir
HawthornWoods IL
60047
(847) 550-1399
rsweet@pactiv.com
Clinic Clearing
House
Mike Hurlburt
N7242 Country Side
Ln
Elkhorn WI 53121
(262) 742-3112
tngr@genevaonline.c
om
Convention
Reid Kahrs
286 Woodland View
Ct
Colgate WI 53017
(262) 628-8489
rkahrs@charter.net

Education Coordinator
(3)
Ross Stark
1729 Clyde Dr
Naperville IL 60565
(630) 983-1729
j_ross_stark@hotmail.c
om

Membership
Ron Scharping
6145 Plymouth St
Downers Grove IL
60516
(630) 968-0157
sue_ron_scharping
@comcast.net

Election
Don Cook
2500 10th St
Waukegan IL 60085
(847) 249-4230
dcook@att.net

Nominating
Jim Spice
10141 Yorkhouse Rd
Beach Park IL 60087
(847) 662-7267
jimjet2@comcast.net

Estate Counseling
Calvin Krasonya
414 E Mill St Apt 3
Plymouth WI 53073
(920) 893-9552
kcalvin@wi.rr.com

Promotions & Sp
Projects
Randy Williamson
5929 Lakeview Rd
Larsen WI 54947
(920) 836-3211
pennsy@centurytel.ne
t

Internet
Jim Osborn
2202 Bay Oaks Drive
McHenry, IL 60051
(815) 578-8315
webmaster@mwrnmra.org
Long Range Planning
Richard Cecil
3131 N Cramer St
Milwaukee WI 53211
(414) 332-3729
thececil@sbcglobal.net

Publications
Barb Rothwell
5667 Concord Dr
Fitchburg WI 53575
(608) 835-7072
waybilleditor@charte
r.net
Youth
Capt Al Nelson
1661 Atlanta Cir
Manitowoc WI 54220
(920) 682-6787
captal87@aol.com

Chris Roeben
3015 Union St, Apt 4
Madison WI 53714
(608) 819-8365
croeben@charter.net
James Wise
3207 N Sheridan Rd
Peoria, IL 61604
(309) 682-8595
mailto:alwise5@mind
spring.com
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Region Passings
It is sad that we have to report to major modeler’s
passing.
Harry W. "Hank" Brown – Cottage Grove, WI
Harry W. "Hank" Brown, age 65, passed away on
Monday, June 16, 2008, after a three year battle with
cancer. He was born on Dec. 7, 1942, in Hinsdale,
Ill., the son of Harry W. and Dorothy (Lueders)
Brown Jr.
Hank served in the U.S. Navy and in the Vietnam
war. He married Carol Cutler on July 6, 1963, in
Hinsdale, Ill. Hank worked for Madison Metro Bus
Co. for 28 years, and owned and operated
Shorewood Realty Co. for several years.
His passion was trains since he was a child. Hank
was a member of the South Central Wisconsin
Division of the National Model Railroad
Association, serving as president twice and on the
board of directors for more than 20 years. Hank
spent many years encouraging modelers and
perspective modelers in the love of trains.
He was also a member of North American Rail Car
Owners Association and served on their board of
directors for many years.
For the past 17 years, Hank and his wife, Carol,
owned Wilderness Tours, organizing railroad motor
car tours throughout North America. He and Carol
enjoyed traveling the world, throughout their 45
years of marriage.
Upon his retirement in 1997, Hank started Train
Guyz, building model railroad layouts in people's
homes throughout the Midwest.
Hank is survived by his wife, Carol; son, Geoffrey
(Lori) Brown of DeKalb, Ill; sister, Mary Beth
Webster of LaGrange, Ill.; brother-in-law, John Tone
of Des Moines, Iowa; two nieces and their families,
Tracy (Barry) Hutchison of Alexandria, Va., and
Catherine Tone of Des Moines, Iowa; stepsister,
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Julie Webster; and other relatives and friends. A
memorial service to celebrate Hank's life was held
on June 21, 2008. Memorials may be made to
Helping Hand, 9649 W. 55th St., Countryside, IL
60525 (Down's Syndrome charity) or to Jefferson
Foundation, 925 Chestnut St., Suite 110,
Philadelphia, PA 19107 (specify donation for Dr.
Sato's work on ocular melanoma cancer).
Mike Vivion and Barb Rothwell are continuing
Hank’s dream of building train layouts, by finishing
the current layouts under construction at the time of
his death. Including the layout of the late Mike
Ziegler, (see below).
[If you have questions about the Train Guyz, please
contact Mike Vivion at 608-271-3563.]

Michael Robert Ziegler, Ph.D of Fox Point. Passed
away peacefully on Monday, June 30, 2008, at the
age of 65 years. Beloved husband of Sally F. Ziegler.
Loving father of Susan Corbin, John (Melissa)
Ziegler and Anne Ziegler. Proud grandfather of Ian,
Karisa, Ty and Madison. Further survived by the
Conowingo family and many friends. Mike retired in
1995 as Professor of Mathematics at Marquette
University after 25 years of service. Currently he
was still writing college level mathematics texts.
Mike had a passion for trains and was constantly
working on his layout (Conowingo). He enjoyed
operating sessions with friends and other train
enthusiasts.
With the help of friends, and the Train Guyz, he was
preparing his layout for the 2010 convention. Prior to
his death Sally promised Mike that she would have
his layout open for the convention. Work is
continuing on that effort.
⊗
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ROCKFORD ROUTE
RIDE THE LINE - 2009
Midwest Region Spring 2009 Convention
Sponsored by the Rock River Valley Division
Clinics * Operating Sessions * Banquet * Layout Tours
Photo Contest * Model Contest * Auction
APRIL 17-19, 2009

CLOCK TOWER RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER
I-90 and State Street in Rockford IL
For more information contact: Don Brindle 815-874-6095 or donbrindle@aol.com

⊗

OP-Till-YOU Drop!!
by Bryan Lemonds
Wow!! I have been to a couple of operating sessions
on other people’s layouts and thought how easy this
must be to pull one off but what I was actually
seeing was years worth of work getting the layout
built, operating, and seasoned. I did not realize how
difficult it would be until Bob Lehnen asked me to
get my railroad operating for CIRROPS at the
Muncie Convention.
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After a year of furious track building and several
operating sessions to get the Utah ready, the big day
came. Operators started coming in around 8:45 am
and I had scheduled to start orientation at 9:00 am.
The problem was that they were told to arrive by
9:30 so actually I was ahead of schedule. My first
mistake of many. After getting operators assigned to
the key posts of dispatcher, yard masters, and helper
crews, we sent out our first crew to explore the
railroad. They were a couple of veteran modelers
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from the Buckeye state and they were assigned to a
westbound slag train at Soldier Summit.
Approximately 30 minutes later they were still at
summit with car cards in hand, their Schedule A
giving them clearance, no opposing traffic, and they
still hadn’t moved. Just because you are a master
modeler, it doesn’t mean that you understand
TT&TO operations. After a good ribbing by the
dispatcher, they proceeded down the hill and then
tied up in Grand Junction. Afterwards, they
apologized profusely to me for not knowing what to
do, and I even received a thank you note a week later
still apologizing. Guys if you read this, you are
more than welcome to operate on the Utah at
anytime!!
At the end of the session, I asked them during
debriefing if they had fun and it was a resounding
YES. Even though the railroad did not operate like I
wanted it to everybody had fun and we will be much
better railroad for CIRROPS in three years.

You can see more of Bob’s photos at:
http://web.mac.com/bboomsma

⊗

Railwork
by Bob Boomsma
I just got back from southeast Minnesota and thought
you might like to see some photos I took on Aug. 5
of clean up and the start of bridge reconstructtion,
after the July 29 wreck on the IC&E in extreme
southeast Minnesota, just north of Albin, IA.
Trains Newswire reported 28 cars were derailed and
noted possible bridge failure was being considered as
the cause. A crewman at the scene 8/5 indicated that
a problem with a truck was then suspected.

⊗
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“The Final Cure for
Chipped Handrails”

really impressed with this product. I will be bringing
in the rest of my locomotive fleet to have their
handrails repainted using this plastic adhesion
promoter.

by Marv Preussler
As I was doing some modifications to my motive
power fleet, I noticed my handrails were losing more
and more paint. The locomotives for my operations
based layout are all custom painted Atlas or Kato
products. I’ve tried the majority of the water based
and solvent based paints. I also tried the Pactra RC
racing paint, but nothing seemed to last. A friend of
mine who was in the automotive refinishing
business, and also a fine modeler, suggested I tried a
product called plastic adhesion promoter. He told me
it worked for him.
I went to my local automotive painting supply store
and asked for the product. The man came back with
a spray can and a specification sheet on how to use it
and what it is compatible with. The product he gave
me was Plastic Adhesion Promoter by Specialty
Performance Products. The part number for this
product is SXA 1050. This brand is carried by PPG
Industries.(www.ppg.com) When I purchased this 13
ounce can it cost me about $15.00. It seemed a little
expensive to me, but I trusted my friend’s advice.

⊗

AP News
by Marv Preussler-MWR AP MANAGER

I took the handrails off my Atlas C 424, scraped the
remaining paint off of the handrails, and headed to
my spray booth. The first thing I noticed is that this
product has a very strong smell to it. Be sure to spray
this in a very well ventilated area. Luckily, one only
needs a little of this product to get the job done. I
gave the handrails one light coat and then waited
about 5 minutes. I then gave the handrails one more
coat as per the instructions. I let this dry for about 10
minutes. I then came back and painted the handrails
with my Pactra RC 5104 Basic Red Racing Finish
paint. (www.testors.com)
The next day I checked the handrails and was really
impressed. I twisted and bent them all around, but
nothing cracked. I tried scraping the paint off with
my fingernail, but I couldn’t do it. I could just feel
that this paint was not coming off anytime soon. I am
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The following is a list of certificates that were earned
in the last couple of months:
Golden Spike Awards went to the following folks:
Harold Helland- Hawthorn Woods, IL
Steve PoeSpeedway, IN
Michael Nicoletti- Ingalls, IN
John PanciniAvon, IN
Jack SimpsonIndianapolis, IN
Brad PhilbrickFishers, IN
David E. Allen- Marquette, MI
Michael WoodAlgonquin, IL
Robert Supinger- Rockford, IL
Achievement Program Certificates Earned:
Richard Sweet- Hawthorn Woods, IL – OfficialMWR # 813

Mid West Region NMRA

Richard Sweet- Hawthorn Woods, IL – VolunteerMWR # 814
David Leider- Prospect Heights, IL- VolunteerMWR # 815
Fred Henize- Channahon, IL- Volunteer-MWR #
816
David Crement- Carpentersville, IL Scenery- MWR
# 817
David Crement- Carpentersville, IL Prototype
Models MWR # 818
David Crement - Carpentersville, IL Cars- MWR
#819
David Crement- Carpentersville, ILMotive Power
MWR # 820
David Crement- Carpentersville, IL Structures
MWR # 821
David Leider- Prospect Heights, IL - Civil- MWR #
822
Don Kottke- Stevens Point, WI Civil- MWR # 823
David Crement- Carpentersville, IL Civil- MWR #
824
David Crement- Carpentersville, IL ElectricalMWR # 825
Dennis Eggert- Appleton, WI Author- MWR # 826
Donald Brindle- Rockford, IL Official- MWR # 827
Roger Wurtzel- Plover, WI Official- MWR # 828
Lawrence Cich- Creston, IL Volunteer- MWR # 829
Richard Hanke- Manitowoc, WI Author- MWR #
830
David Leider- Prospect Heights, IL Cars- MWR #
831
David Crement- Carpentersville, IL Author- MWR
# 832
John Stopa- LaSalle, IL Volunteer- MWR # 835
Mark Goedert- Chicago, IL Volunteer- MWR # 836
Michael Wood- Algonquin, IL Volunteer- MWR #
837
⊗

2010 Convention:
START PLANNING EARLY!
by Ken Jaglinski - Vice Chairman
The WISE division will be hosting the national
convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin July 11 - 17th
in 2010 to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
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founding of the NMRA. We will be kicking off the
week with a beer and brat fest that will be held in
Ziedler Park, a short walk from the convention hotel.
We are planning a great week for all both model
railroader and non-rail attendees. Our goal as a
committee is to have the best attended convention in
NMRA history!
Not comfortable attending a national convention
because you don't know anyone else attending?
Never fear, at Brat Fest we will match you up with
three other model railroaders who model in the same
scale, or maybe the same prototype, or who are
fellow freelancers. You may get to know some
interesting people, get new ideas about the hobby,
and have a great time.
Don't come alone. Bring your spouse, significant
other or family along. You don't have to railroad
every minute. There are lots of fun things to do in
Milwaukee. We will have garden, shopping and site
seeing tours for non-rails. Children and non-rails can
find adventure at the Milwaukee Public Museum, the
Milwaukee Art Museum, the Milwaukee County
Zoo, the Eisner Museum of Advertising and Design,
the Boerner Botanical Gardens, Discovery World
and Pier Wisconsin, the Betty Brinn Children’s
Museum, and on the Schooner Dennis Sullivan. We
also have the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Team
who play at Miller Park with its retractable roof so
the team plays and the fans are comfortable rain or
shine! If you feel lucky, take a trip to the Potawatomi
Casino. All of these attractions are in walking
distance or a short bus ride from downtown.
Activities for the modeler include, operating
sessions, how to clinics, layout tours, prototype and
industrial tours, the contest room, the company store
and a banquet featuring MR's Jim Hediger followed
by music and dancing. These days we all need to
mind our expenses. Keep costs down by car pooling
and sharing rooms. Maybe your division can charter
a bus. Now that sounds like a fun way to begin a
great week! Hope to see you there!!
⊗
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Division Superintendents
Calumet
Pat Mehegan
3601 Valparaiso St
Valparaiso IN 46383
(219) 531-0944
caseyjones999@juno.com

Central Indiana
Tom Cain
6383 Dover Rd
Indianapolis IN 46220
(317) 475-7834
atsf93@comcast.net

DuPage
Tim Schubert
1278 Oxford Ln
Wheaton IL 60187
(630) 690-9757
tjirr7@msn.com

Fox Valley
Richard Sweet
11 Park Place Cir
Hawthorn Woods IL 60047
(847) 550-1399
rsweet@pactiv.com

Illinois Terminal
Joe Rich
857 St Andrews Cir
Rantoul IL 61866
joerich_2@mchsi.com

Illinois Valley
Marion Brasher
425 W St Paul St
Spring Valley IL 61362
(815) 663-3411
valleyrndhouse@aol.com

North Shore & Western
Jim Spice
10141 Yorkhouse Rd
Beach Park IL 60087
(847) 662-7267
jimjet2@comcast.net

Rock River Valley
Don Brindle
3159 Far Hill Rd
Rockford IL 61109
(815) 874-6095
donbrindle@aol.com

South Central Wisconsin
Paul Mangan
5187 Sun Valley Pkwy
Oregon WI 53574
(608) 835-9577
otter22@charter.net

Winnebagoland
Randy Williajson
5929 Lakeview Rd
Larsen WI 54947

(920) 836-3211
pennsy@centurylet.net

Wisconsin Southeastern
Bob Gallegos
PO Box 240914
Milwaukee WI 53223
(414) 350-7788
dgallegos@wi.rr.com

“We Satisfy Your Addiction”
We cater to Model Railroaders by specializing in DCC, N, HO and G Gauge.
We are Factory Trained Dealers for Digitrax and Soundtraxx products.
Authorized Dealer for Digitrax, NCE, TCS, Soundtraxx, Lok Sound, QSI, and
Airwire 900 products with installation available since 1996. We also offer award
winning custom painting, model building and layout construction services.
Clinics on varied topics are typically offered every Tuesday evening and
Saturday afternoons.

EngineHouse Services, LLC
2737 N. Packerland Dr., 2H - Green Bay, WI 54303
920-490-4839
www.enginehouseservices.com
Email: sales@enginehouseservices.com
10-6 Monday-Thursday
10-7 Fridays
9:30-4 Saturdays
Closed Sundays (we play with trains too!)

Proud Supporter of the World’s Greatest Hobby!
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Help Wanted:

Winnebagoland Division
(WLD)News

Looking for a highly motivated and
ambitious self starter. Willing to work for
AP points.

Sept. 20 - Iron River, MI - WLD Fall Meet

Commitment requirement – 6 hours every
3 months. Salary – none. Position:
Waybill editor.

Check the Region website for more information.

For inquires or more information,
contact: Gary Children at (414) 327-1666
or csuperchief20@aol.com

South Central Wisconsin Division

3015 Union St, Apt 4
Madison WI 53714
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Nov. 1 - Stevens Point, WI - WLD Annual
Operating Session

Waybill current schedule:

Deadline:

Fall (September, October, November) August 15th
Winter (December, January, February) November 10th
Spring (March, April, May)
February 10th
Summer (June, July, August)
May 15th

Non-Profit
Organization
Permit No 1543
US Postage Paid
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