1975 January 0 Feb. Since 1935: Purdue Model Railroad Club

hoosiengil 75

April 18:19-20

Since prototype activity in Lafay-
ette is essentially of the run-through
variety, and we don't have a large
number of layouts available, much of
hoosierail 75's activity centers on the
clinics held in the Stewart Center.

With the Purdue Railroad Club (your
co-host) celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary in October of 1975, we thought it
would be fun to bring back some of the
club's former members for a weekend
of fun and memories, and to invite the
members of the Midwest Region tojoin
us.

A few of the hoosierail 75 clinics are
being given by people who didn't attend
Purdue, but who we think will have
something of interest to show you. So
that you'll know who they are, the for-
mer Purdue Railroad Club members
are marked (¥). We're proud of the
association with Purdue, and we'd like
you to know about it as well.

Purdue Railoa Club (Founded 193'5) is in the basement of the
Purdue Memorial Union building (West Lafayette, Indiana).
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PRESIDENT'S EDITORIAL

The robbery at the Valley Model
Railroad Club once again reminds us
that every MWR member should have
his equipment roster up to date. It's
a good record to have if youdecide to
sell it at a later date. Put a copy ina
safety deposit boxor a friend's house
in case you have a fire. The article
in the December BULLE TIN will give
you ideas what you should list.

In addition to your roster you should
check your Homeowner's Policy. Is it
up to date? Does it cover your equip=-
ment at home and on a club layout ?
Is the deductible low enough to cover
your equipment?

You should also engrave your name
or a number on the bottom of eachcar
and loco for easy identification. Some
Police Departments willlet you''check
out'" an engraver. Your clubmay own
one or you may wish to buy one.

Do it this week! If you have a theft,
you'll be glad you did. If something
should happen to you, your wife will

be glad you did.

1975 March 8 April 10" Anniversary Celebration IL Valley Div.!

ILLINOIS VALLEY DIVISION

Marion Brasher (1st Superintendent) and
Jim Hunsaker (present Superintendent) of
the Ilinois Valley Division cutting the
Tenth Anniversary Celebration cake on
November 10th. These festivities were
held at Marion's home in Spring Valley.
Approximately 100 people (including the
Frieders) enjoyed clirics and layout tours
of the surrounding home layouts.
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WILLIS J. EHLERT - MMR #59

In the past ten years, Bill Ehlert has
become totally involved with NMRA acti-
vities. Recently he qualified for MMR
with certificates in Cars, Structures,
Civil, Volunteer, Official, Scenery and
Author.

Bill has been an active participant in
Division and Regional organizations. On
the Divisionhe has served the South Cen-
tral Wisconsin as Clinic Planning Chair-
man, Paymaster, Assistant Superinten-
dent and Superintendent. He has been a
Co Chairmanof a Division sponsored Re-
gional Convention and Chairman of one
of the Division's Annual Open House.

At the Regional level, he has been a
Director-at-Large and he served a term
as Midwest Regional President. At the
present time heis the Region AP Chair-
man.

Bill's WISCONSIN AND NORTHERN RR
is a 5' x 11' HO layout of a common car-
rier line built in Northern Wisconsin be-
tween 1906 and 1921. Features of the lay-
out are many scratch-built cars and
structures including several replicas of
the yellow and white stations of the pro-
totype W & N RR before it became part
of the Soo Line in1921. Thelayoutis scen-
iced with hard-shell and acrylic paints
and dry powder. His NMRA tape-slide
clinic #28 '"Coloring Scenery' is based
on his methods.

Bill enjoys Conventions and especially
meeting other modelers at clinics. He
feels strongly that the AP Program is a
vital part of the NMRA - with its purpose
of improving model railroading as a
hobby.
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CHANGES - CHANGES!!
Changes - Changes - that is what's
happening in the Midwest Region.

Due to the fact that Steve Shoe went
to Denver, Marion Brasher now isour
new President.

Our thanks to Steve for a fine job of
participating in activities in the Mid-
west Region. He was Editor of the
WAYBILL, Super of DuPage Division
and Midwest Region President.

With Marion becoming President,
Lou Bushfield was appointed Vice Pre-
sident. Del Carlson, Midwest Region

- Secretary resigned and yours truly
is now Midwest Region Secretary.
Sure hope Icando a good job and ser-
ve my Region to the best of my ability.

Our Constitution has been changed
by your votes - the terms of office for
all Midwest Region Officers shall be
two years or untilitheir successor
takes office and all newly elected
Board Members at the Annual Meet-
ing on odd numbered years to elect
President, Executive Vice President,
and any other Vice Presidents as re-
quired in the By-Laws.

It is stimulating to be associated
with people who are not afraid of
change and continue to grow. Hope-
fully, this growth will stimulate o-
ther people so we can constantly get
new ideas.

That's enough about changes - let's
get down to brass tacks - there will
be another convention HIGHBALL '75
on October 24, 25 and 26 -participation
and attendance is needed as thisis the
only way we stay self supporting - it
surely would be nice to see some
new faces addedtoour old acquaint-
ances atthesedoings. Reallyitis FUN
to join other Model Railroaders and
Railettes for a weekend and exchange
ideas. By the way this is also the on-
ly way the WAYBILL can be published
without costto the members. So come
on get out of the house and have some
FUN - See you at HIGHBALL '75,

Lareint
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CANDIDATES

JAMES C, SUHS

I joined the NMRA in 1952 as a2 Fam-
ily Member and in 1956, became a
Regular Member, in 1964 I became
—a Life Member #569. During 1959,
“served as amember of the Data Sheet
Committee and compiled Data Sheet
D7C-42 on Capacitors. Received the
Achievement Award in Model Rail-
road, Engineering Electrical in May
1963; Received a certificate as Asso -
ciation Volunteer in May 1970, I have
been on the Calumet Division Board
of Directors since 1964, serving in
all of the elective positions and pre-
sently serving as Superintendent.

Presently, I am Chairman of the Mid-
west Region's Spring 1976 Convention
SPIRIT OF THE RAILS '76.

Have served on the National Judging
Committee - 1962, 1963 and 1964,

I model the New York Central System
from 1948 to 1968 - both diesel and

steam - preferably I like to model
big mainline railroading.
As for the Midwest Region, I would

like to keep itanon-dues paying Re-
gion and enlarge the amount of help
that the Region gives the Divisions.

“\lso onthe Regional Level, I amcom-
pleting my first two-year term as an
elected Director-at-Large, rightnow
I am serving as the Division Activities
Department Chairman.

for

WILLIAM STEWART

Has been in model railroading since
1958. Bill enjoys modeling the Bur-
lington System in the Denver area
during the 1950's.

Now that his children are grown he
has more time to devote to the NMRA
organization, hoping to repay the many
services they have provided to him in
the past.

He is presently on the Board of Dir-
ectors of the Rock River Valley Di-
vision, the Division AP Chairman and
the Division Representative to the Re-
gional Ways and Means Committee.

YBOB OCAIN

Here I am running for office again!

I am the Chief Clerk of the Rock Riv=-
er Valley Division, and am now con=-
cluding my first year on the Midwest
Region Board as Director-at- Large .
Because I have been appointed to fill
the vacancy of another Director-at=

Large, who was elected, I am requir-
ed by our Region By-Laws to run a-
gain to hold office.

8 FEB 1976
JAN - FEB 76

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

During my first year in office, I am
rapidly learning the complexities of
our organization. The Midwest Re-
gion, NMRA, does have a structur-
al system for many varied programs,
aids, and services to help aid the mem-
bers. Unfortunately, these services
are not being used either at allor any~
where near their potential.

My suggestions:1l, Iurge allour mem-
bership to vote for the constitutional
changes whichwill bring our Midwest
Region Constitution more in line with
the National organization.

2. I urge all of our membership to

unite within your home Divisions to

make sure that youare represented at
Midwest Region Board Meetings. I

havenow seen several Board Meetings
at which as few asthree of our eleven
Divisions were represented with either
attendance by or a proxy from Division
Superintendents, Ouw By-Laws require
that you be represented by either at-
tendance or proxy!

3. I urge all of our membership to
seek and use the services available
to them. Within the NMRA, we have
a system of Committees and Programs
that are entirely for the benefit of our
membership. Ifyour Divisiondoes not
have participating Representatives that
are assignedto eachof these Commit-
tees, you are being deprived of ser=-
vices which are part of your member-
ship rights. Apartiallistingwould in-

clude the Achievement Program, Es-
tate Counciling, Member Aid, Mem-
bership Promotion, Model Railroad
Month and Public Relations Commit-
tees. As anexample, any problem you
have (whether itbe wiring, construc-
tion, finishing, or researchinga mo -
del) should be referable to your Divi -
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sion's Member Aid Chairman who
would then answer or helpfind some-
one to answer your problem.

My goal, if elected will be to contin -
ue my efforts in making the Midwest
Region, NMRA, a more functional
and helpful organization,

\/WINDY FRIEDER

Have been active in the operation of
the Calumet Division for five years,
and in Region Activities for four years
serving as Editor of the WAYBILL for
two years and Assistant to the Editor
(my wife) for another 2 years. Form -
er Superintendent and Chief Clerk of
the Calumet Division.

Have attended most of the Region B.
O.D. Meetings in the last four years
as a member of the B.O.D. and also
observer.

Am aware of the current problems
facing our Region and seek your vote
to assistin keepingthe Region a non-
dues paying organization while main -
taining services including the WAY-
BILL,

Firmly believe the Region and Divi-
sions can never lose sight of the rea-
son for our exsistence: Enjoyment of
our hobby for ourselves and with our
fellow hobbyists.

ART EVERETT

Rediscovered Model Railroading in
1965 when wandering into a Hobby Shop.
A locomotive, 3 car kits, an oval of
track and a power pack, Later as I
left the shop - I wasa confirmed Mo~
del Railroader.

Joined the NMRA and the Garfield Mo-
del Railroad Clubin 1969. I have ser-
ved the North Shore and Western Di-
vision as Chief Clerk, Editor of the
400" and am presently serving asa
Board Member and Librarian. Onthe
Regional level, I have been Executive
Secretaryfor 3 years, was Co-Chair=
man of DIESELS '72, a Region
Contest Judge, have given clinics at

several Region Meets and helpedout
whenever I could.

As aRegionSecretary, I workedwith

3 Administrations without a voice in
running the Region. As acurrent Di-
rector, I have worked to maintain the

MWR and its services, strengthenits
Divisions and sought badlyneeded fi-
nancial improvement.

I firmly believe we must remain a
non-dues paying Region. Ifreelected
I will continue to work to maintain
this status.

0 FEB 1976 CON'T
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PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS!

GOOD LUCK, MIDGE!

We have all had those moments when

a good friend and/or co-worker an-
nouces that he (or she) is leaving to ™~
take a better job. If you're like me,
it is a time of mixed emotion.On the
one hand, sadness at losing a good
friend; on the other, happiness for the
person involved. Such was myexperi-
ence recently.

A little over two years ago, my wife
and Iwere verypleased to be toldthat
our very good friends John and Midge
Reber, were moving from their New-
ark, Ohio home to Kankakee, Illinois
right in the heart of the Calumet Di-
vision and the Midwest Region.

For those of you who know them, you
know what tireless workers they both
are. John isaformer President of the
Mid-Central Region, and both he and
Midge have been active there, aswell
as here inthe Midwest Region. Short-
ly after their arrival in Kankakee,
Midge Reber assumed the post ofRail-
ette Chairlady for the Region, and last
summer was appointed to the Region
Board of Directors to fill out the re-
mainder of a term. She has worked
hard in both of these capacities. In
addition she and John both serve asof- ~
ficers of the Calumet Division.,

o April

CHANGES! CHANGES!

MIDGE REBER PROMOTION

So you can see how I felt when I found
out that we would be losing Midge Re-
ber. She is not leaving the Midwest
Region, but on Friday, January 23,
Midge was appointed by the Executive
Council of NMRA asthe new Executive
Secretary to replace retiring Office
Manager Bob Bast. For a period of
time John will be living in Kankakee ,
while Midge and their daughter Rhoda
will reside in Indianapolis. Midge has
tendered her resignation to me, even
though she will still be in the Region,
but she feels, and I concur, that it
would be a conflict of interest for her
to continueto serve as anappointed or
elected official of the organization
that will soon be her employer.

We will miss Midge very muchat our
board meetings, but we are pleased that
she will be taking this new position.
The NMRA could not have made a better
choice,

President RESIGNS!

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!

As you no doubtnoticed inthe last is-
sue of the WAYBILL -~ the office of
Vice President is now vacant.

For personal reasons, Marion Brash-
er hadto resign as President. He plans
to complete his two year term as Dir-

“ector-at-Large.

Lou Bushfield is now our President
and will be our President until a new

election is held in 1977.

At the Midwest Region BoardofDirec-
tors Meeting on February 15 it was de-
cided that the office of Vice President
would not be filled until the election
at the SPIRIT OF THE RAILS Con-

vention at Alsip.

Good Luck to all the Candidates.

Anyone interested in helping the Mid-
west Region? ? How? ? Become the
Circulation Manager of the WAYBILL,

As of April 1, Myron Ebert plans to
retire from his position. Myron has
done a fantastic job of keeping up-to
-date records for this Region for the
past two years and we all will miss
him tremendously. As a Corres -
ponding Secretary I can only say, that
Myron was always there to help when
you needed help and he kept excellent
Region Membership Records.

Myron, Thanks for a job well done,
Anyone interested in the job - contact

Art Everett, 4911 N, St. Louis, Chi~
cago, IL 60625,
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Richard Eggert becomes the 13

MASTER MODEL RAILROADER #64

Richard O. Eggert

™10 Anton Court

Appleton, WI 54911

Dick Eggert of the Winnebagoland Di-
vision is the NMRA's latest Master
Model Railroader. Dick becomes the
Midwest Region's 14th MMR. He is
34 years old, married and has a 5
year old son who likes trains, too.
Dick got his start in model railroad-
ing as a teenager, but it wasn't until
after he was married that his train
watching turned into an active hobby,
He joined the Neenah-Menasha Club
and served as the club's President
for two years. He also served the
Winnebagoland Division as AP Chair-
man for six years. One ofthe aspects
of the hobby that he enjoys is car and
custom decal exchanging.

Dick's model railroad is the Palisades
Mining Co. RR which he began build-
ingin1967 asa 6 x 10 layout, buttoday
it has been enlarged to fill a 13 x 21
foot room. The railroad has 250' of
hand-laid code 70 track with over 40
scratch-built turnouts. The railroad
is sceniced with trees, bridges and
™M igh mountains. The PMRR serves 8
.mines in o towns nestled in the moun-
tains. Operation is accomplished us-
ing a computer program that routes
all revenue carry cars.

The PMRR has a lot of gadgets since
Dick likes to work with mechanical
things. For example, allturnoutlink-
ages are hidden under the table using
a slide link that he developed, some
with switch machines and others with
cables. He uses auto junk yards for
his parts for electrical components.
His turntable uses a windshield wiper
motor gear box and directional lights
parts to power it. In the future Dick
plans to experiment with vacuum in
setting up signals and other operating
accessories.

Dick holds Achievement Certificates

for Cars, Structures, Scenery, Civil,

Electrical, Dispatcher and Volunteer.
Bill Ehlert - AP Chairman
Midwest Region

" MMR in the MWR
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MEMBERSHIP CARDS

SPEAKING OF MEMBERSHIP CARDS

A common complaint that your Board of
Directors is hearing these days is the
long delay in getting your —membership
cards when you renew. When NMRA's
home office was located in Canton, OH,
the membership list was maintained on
Addressograph plates. When a renewal
came in it was a relatively easy matter
for Bob Bast to pull the proper plate,
make a new card, and put it in the mail.

The situation is entirely different now.
Although lists of renewals are submit-
ted weekly to the computer, member-
ship cards are printed only once a
month. The final deadline each month
is the Friday nearest the fifth of the
month. Depending upon the volume of
mail received in the office -~ and the
calendar - renewals arriving in the
last few days of a month may notmake
the deadline, and thus must wait
other month.

an-

The cards are delivered on the 10th of
the month and then must be put into en-
velopes and mailed. This is another
problem. Membership cards are mail-
ed third-class bulk rate. Postal regula-
tions require that builk-rate mailings
must be delivered to the Post Office in
Zip Code order. Unfortunately thecom-
puter prints the cards in the order in
which the are processed by Midge.
Since she is doing this on a daily basis
for weekly delivery to the computer there
isno way for her to put these in Zip Code
order. When the cards are in their en-
velopes the entire monthly run mustbe
hand-sorted before being taken to the Post
Office. To give you some enormity of this
task one recent run produced 1800 cards
which required more than 16 man-hours
of work just to sort them.

I hope that you can now understand why
the very longdelays in getting your cards
back to you. Incidentally I would bevery
remiss if I did not mention the many hours
of time cheerfully given by Bill and Irene
Litten of Anderson, IN, to help Midge in
the office on this and other projects.

One important thing about those renew-
als; when you get a renewal notice from
Midge PLEASE, PLEASE return it with
your check, If you have family members,
each of them will receive renewal notices
and each of those notices should bere-
turned. The information on that notice
greatly speeds upthe process since Midge
does not have to look youup in her mas-
ter file. IFSHE GETS THE NOTICE

BACK!

MIDWEST REGION WAYBILL
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PARTICIPATION!

We hear this word often. But stopfor
a while and think about it? How many
of the actual 3,500 Midwest Region
members actually participate in
Region functions. Not many that's
for sure. Look at how many are act-
ually running for office and to think
only four divisions willbe represent-
ed. That surely is a shame - where
are the rest of you? ? During the last
four and a half years attending Board
-Meetings and conventions there cer-
tainly have not been many new faces.
Why don't more of youcontact some-
one on the Board and become actively
involved in Regional affairs? Surely,
there is more talentoutthere. Before
you say that's not for me, why not give
it a try. There are a lot of excellent
modelers on the Board now and you
may have something in common with
one of them.

If by chance you actually cannot be-
come involved with the Board you can
help participate in electing your of-
ficers. Next issue of the WAYBILL
will have resumes and pictures of all
the candidates and a ballot. So make
sure you cast your vote and at least
support the Region in this way.

Speaking of participating - don't for-
get to get those models and pictures
ready for the contests at FLIMSY
SEVENTY SEVEN. Don't forget
to get your reservations in early so
you can get to meet some of the reg-
ular convention goers. You might e-
ven enjoy it.

I want to thank everyone who partici-
pated lately by sending in articles and
comments for the last few issues of
the WAYBILL - this was greatly ap-
preciated. Please keep up the good
work.

Come on and participate and enjoy
yourself.

ELECTIONS!
"Not again?', you say.

November 2 is well behind us, but it
will soon be time for the annual Mid-
west Region elections. This year
there's something different. For the
first time in recent years the Region
membership will vote for their Reg-
ion President and Vice-President.

Elsewhere in this issue you will find
a list of candidates for five available
offices (President, Vice-President,
and three Directors-At-Large). This
list is the result of much effort put
forth (including a slight amount of
arm-twisting I am told) by our Region
Nominating Committee headed by Bill
Ehlert.

I want to thank Bill and his group for
the effort they put forth, for it took
a lot of time and work. Unfortunately
there is one thing wrong with Bill's
report. There simply aren't enough
names on it. Eight names - repre-
senting four divisions - isn't a very
good showing for this Regionof near-
ly 3,500 members.

Of course that's one of the problems
with a Nominating Committee. It's
just not possible for them to know of
everyone out there who might be in-
terested in running for office. So, the
Region Constitution provides for this.

If you would like to run for office or
know someone who would, here's
what you do. Mail a petition to me
with the signature of the candidate ,
the position he's interested in, and
signatures of ten other Region mem-
bers. It must be inthe mail by March
1. Please include a picture of the can-
didate (if possible) and a brief write
up about him. That's all there is to it.

This is YOUR chance to have a say in

the running of YOUR Region. Don't
let it slip through your fingers.

Aot



FARWELL!

The Editor is writingthis witha lump
in her throatbecause this officially is
my swan song issue. For thepast five
yearsthe WAYBILLhas beenprepared
in our home along with the typewriter
and all the other paraphernalia that
goes with the WAYBILL and it has be=
come a part of us.

Many thanks to all of you who wrote
articles and sent pictures - I surely
appreciate your thoughtfulness and in~
put. Ionly hope that you '"all" con-
tinue to support the new Editor in his
or her endeavor to get feedback from
everyone in the Region.

It has been a pleasure, (but a lot of
work sometimes)to getthe WAYBILL
completed, printed and mailed to you
- but it has all been worthwhile when
someone has a compliment to pay.

We have made many new :iriends be-
cause of our WAYBILL contacts. So-
all-in-all the five years 2 1/2 years
as typist for Windy and the 2 1/2 years
I've been Editor have been enjoyable.

As of this writing they have not ap-
pointed a new Editor, so if you are
interested, please contact ArtEverett,
4911 North St, Louis, Chicago, IL
60625.

It is a little difficult to bow out grace-
fully and the only thing I can ray is
'""All the luck in the world to the new

Editor: "
»/j‘“" !

1977 March 8 April  Farewell Editor! & Elections 1977

ELECTIONS 1977!

Elsewhere in this issue you will find
a Ballot. PLEASE VOTE !

For the first time in recentyears the
members of the Midwest Region will
vote directly for the President and
Vice-President of the Region. This
gives you the member an opportunity
to choose the person who will run the
Region for the next two years, and
who will be your representative atthe
National level.

There are ten names on this year's
Ballot, and the only race that I would
even make a stab at predicting is the
Vice-Presidential race. Bill Stewart
is a winner! (When you look at your
Ballot, you'll see why.)

There are three candidates for Presi-
dent, including myself. I don't think
that either of the other two candidates
would make a bad President. Readwhat
they have to say elsewhere inthis is-
sue, think about it and VOTE!

Your Region has a Board of Directors
consisting of the Officers, the Divi-
sion Superintendents, and 7 Direc-
tors-at-Large. These Directors are
elected to represent all the members
of the Region, and not—ijst the mem-
bers of a particular Division. Each
year we elect several Directors who
serve for two years. This ensures
some sort of continuity.

There are three openings for Direc-
tor-at-Large and there are six candi-
dates. I know all of these people, and
there is no way that I would try to
guess the outcome of this race. They
are all active NMRA members, and
they are all good candidates.

As T've said there are ten names on
the Ballot, and five positions. Read
what they've written about themselves,
and cast your Ballot.

The important think is that you as a
Midwest Region member cast your
Ballot for the people you want to re-
present you for the next two years.

Ko
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CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT:;

LOUIS BUSHFIELD

I became an NMRA member in 1966.
In 1968 my wife and I moved to Lafa -
yette, Indiana. Three years later I
became active in the management of
the Central Indiana Division.

While serving the Divsion in various
capacities Iwas elected to the Midwest
Region Board of Directors, and have
spent four years on that Board. For
the pastyear I have served as Presi-
dent of the Midwest Region.

In addition I was Chairmanofthe 1975
Spring Regional Convention in Lafay-
ette and have servedas Region Photo
Contest Chairman.

My wife and I have attended everyRe-
gional Convention since the Fall Meet
at Valparaiso in 1970 and every Na-
tional Convention since 1969.

As President of the Region it is
responsibility not only to coordinate
the business of the Region, butalso to
you the member at meetings of the
Board of Trustees of the NMRA,

my

Ifirmly believe that the strength of
the organization liesin the Divisions,
because it is at this level that the
greatest contact, the greatest inter-
play, takes place between members.

The Regional orgainization tries in
whatever way it can to assist the Di-
visions, and it is through the Divi-
sions that I as President get some i-
dea of how the membership feels a-
bout various subjects which may be
discussed at National BOT 'Meetings.

If re-elected I will continue to workat
all levels for the members of this
Region.

ELECTION CANDIDATES President

WINDY FRIEDER

Have been active in the operation of
theCalumet Division for six years,
and in Region Activities for five years
serving as Editor of the WAYBILL for
2 1/2 years and Assistant to the Editor
(my wife) for another 21/2 years.
Former Superintendent and Chief Clerk
of the Calumet Division.

Presently serving as Director-at-
Large on the MWR Board in charge
of Ways and Means.

Have attended most of the Region B.
O.D. Meetings in the last five years
as a member of the B,O,D, and also
observer.

Am aware of the current problems
facing our Region and seek your vote
to assist in keeping the Region a non-
dues paying organization while main-

| taining services including the WAY-

BILL,

If our Region is to continue inits pre~
sent form-non-dues paying with the
WAYBILL free to everyone - we will
need to develop sources of income in
addition to conventions and car kits,
I am currently working on a public
open house which will bring inoutside
funds.

Firmly believe the Region and Divi=-
sions can never lose sightof the rea-
son for our existence: Enjoyment of
our hobby for ourselves and withour
fellow hobbyists.

e
ALL GAUGES

Chicago’s Source for ALL NATION Line

Actc-Nartiown

ALL SCALES

MAIL ORDER
SERVICE

JOHN REBER

John is 48 and resides in Indianapolis
with his wife, Midge and daughter
Rhoda.

He joined the NMRA and the Mid-Cen-
tral Region in 1965 and before moving
to Illinois and the MWR in 1974, he
served the MCR as President for 3
years. Whilein the MCR he also ser-
ved on various committees on both the
divisional and Regional levels, acted
as judge at vaious model and photo-
graphy contests and was editor of the
Division 6 newsletter for over 4 years.
While living in Illinois he served as
Paymaster of the Calumet Division and
was Registrar of the Spirit of the Rails
'76 Convention which was sponsored
by the Calumet Division. Since moving
to Indianapolislast October, he is just
starting to become active in the Cen-
tral Indiana Division.

On the national level, he has served
on various committees and was co-
chairman of the MRIA Show at Railfun
'76 this past year. At present he is
the Assistant Secretary and keeper of
the Executive Handbook, John and
Midge ran a very successful tour by
AMTRAK to the San Diego Convention
in 1974 and have another one under-
way for the convention in Denver this
year. Another tour is in the planning
stage for the convention in Calgary,
Alberta in 1979,

John says that "If elected President
of the Midwest Region Iwill do all that
Ican to keep the Midwest Region as
one of the best Regions in the Associa-
tion. With 3 years experience as Pre-
sident of the Mid-Central Region, I
feel that I can do a good job as your
President and keep the Midwest Re-
gion on the right track and growing. "

CHICAGO. TL.I.INOIS
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\J/EANDIDATE FOR VICE PRESIDENT:

=y TR

WILLIAM STEWART

Has been in model railroading since
1958. Bill enjoys modeling the Bur-
lington System in the Denver area
during the 1950's.

Now that his children are grown he
has more time to devote to the NMRA
organization, hoping to repay the many
services they have provided to him in
the past.

He continues serving the Rock River
Valley Division invarious capacities
on the board of directors. His most
demanding and interesting duties at
present are as Co-Chairman of the
MWR Spring Convention. This willl
be a convention of more than '"full
compliment of activities', it will be
an '"'overflow of activities from six
o'clock Friday, May 13 till your ex-;
haustion sometime late Sunday, May:
15, with choices of interest for all'.
All this at the remarkably low price
of $13. for full fare or $7. for Con-
vention only (PLUG) FLIMSY SEVEN-
TY SEVEN, P,O. Box 1304, Rock-

ELECTION CANDIDATES V.P.

Secretary - holding this position for
the past year and a half.

During Windy's Editorship of the WAY -
BILL - helped type it for 2 1/2 years
and have been the Editor for the past
2 1/2 years.

Served as the Calumet Division's Cor-
responding Secretary for the past 2
1/2 years and have performed numer-
ous volunteer jobs for the Division.

The reason I would like to be a Di-

rector-at-Large is to help express

the desires and needs of "all" of you
out there that don't get to attend the
Board Meetings. Basically I like meet-
people and getting to know them be-
cause you can never tell when you get

a suggestion to help you become a
better modeler.
No matter who you vote for - just

make sure you cast your ballot and
participate with us in selecting our
new officers.

- g

STEVE KING

If you believe your region should be
more responsive to your needs and
should be providing more support to
your division then give me your help,
ideas, and your vote. I'll be looking
forward to serving as your Director-
At-Large

DAVID LAMBERT

Dave's main hobby interest lies with
the turn-of-the-century steam with a
particular fondness to the Colorado
Midland Ry. and mountainrailroading
in general. He is presently scratch-
building all rolling stock and struc-
tures for his grand undertaking.

Dave reports his interest in trains
probably predates his earliest mem-
ories - '"I cannot remember a time
in my life when I wouldn't stop to
watch trains or enjoy being around

| them.

My hobby activity began in the sum-
mer of 1969 when I foresawbeing
lock (by a strike) into my company's
chemical plant with nothing to do but
eat, sleep and work. I visited an ex-
cellent hobby shop in Pittsburgh and
purchased the Campbell curved tim-
ber trestle kit and worked on it in my
free time while the strike droned on
for about a month. The rest of the
scenariois, I'm sure, familiar to you.
Been active in NMRA since 1970 and
have attended all national conventions
since 1972,

Your region is always in need ofre- '"I'm not a reformer and have no soap-
sponsible leadership. As a candidate box from which to deliver lightning
for the office of Director-At- Large bolts about how operation of the Re-

ford, IL 61105.

CANDIDATES FOR
DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE:

————

GWEN FRIEDER l/

How did I get involved with the Mid-~
west Region Board? Very simple,
started attending the Board Meetings
at DIESEL '72 (you can see I've been
around for a while) that's actually when
I began participating in Midwest Re-
gion matters, Attended almost every
Board Meeting since that time. Re-
cently I was asked to be the Region's

I would like to have the opportunity
to serve you, your Division, and your
Region by making the office of Direc-
tor more responsive to your needs.

My experience over the pasttenyears
as Superintendent ard Assistant Super-
intendent in two divisions, Chairman
for two regional conventions and one
national convention, Region Conven-
tion Chairman for two regions and a
variety of other positions should pro-
vide sufficient background for the
office of Director.

As I am sure you must recognize,
your Region can and should be doing
more for you and for your Division,
It should be doing more than spending
$3,000 to publish a newsletter and
retaining 80% - 100% of convention
profits to support itself! A  region
should support its divisions, not be
supported by them !

gion can be streamlined, etc., but I
do have some ideas. I'll give the job
the time and effort it deserves. "

RAY THOMAS G

Although in the hobby since 1947, it
wasn't until 1971 that I really got ac-
tive and joined NMRA. Four consecu-
tive regional meets wetted my ap-
petite enough to participate as achar-
ter member in the organization of the
Fox Valley Division for which I ser-
ved as Treasurer during its firsttwo
years. I was also instrumental in the
Fox Valley sponsoring a regional con-
vention, Hi-Ball '75 for which I ser=
ved as Treasurer and Raffle Chair-
man and in my spare time had open
house on my railroad, The Colorado
Northern. I also servedas Treasurer
for Railfun '76 and opened the doors
of the Colorado Northern to attendees
of that National Convention.
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"Where is my WAYBILL? Iam sup-
posedto geta copy every two months. "
This is the most often heard phrase
from the Midwest Region members
during the past few months. Well, we
don't like being the bearers of bad
news, but we must.

The Midwest Region, through no wil-
ling desire, has moved onto the brink
of financial disaster. We have come
to grips with the realization that the
coffers do run dry. Our source of
funds is limited. In order to work
with what we have, the Midwest Reg-
ion Board has approved the printing
of two WAYBILL issues per year.
This is only temporary. The Board
must study other ways to finance it's
endeavors.

Let's back up a moment and discuss
where the Region's dilemma started.
As members, we assume that once
we pay our dues to the National Model
Railroad Association, we are enti-
tled to copies of a publication, for
example: The BULLETIN, the MID-
WEST REGION WAYBILL and the
Division Newsletters. This is not
the case! National dues will only
provide you witha subscription to the
BULLETIN, The WAYBILL and Divi-
sion Newsletters are funded from the
profits of Region meets, WAYBILL
advertisers, the company store and
auctions. That's it! Costs for the
WAYBILL have gone up many times
faster than profits.

The WAYBILL is necessary to the
'Region in that it communicates to all
Region members the past, present
and future events and news concern-
ing the Divisions within the Region.

Upon close examination, we feel that
members as a group do not partici-
pate in Region activities as they

should. It is always the same bunch

" We dislike having to repeat ourselves

MAJOR FINANCIAL ISSUES MWR

of regulars attending the meets - the
same old faces. Can. you, for ex-
ample, comprehend if all 3,000 MWR
members showed up at INDY'777?
Granted, it would be nearly chaos,
but it would look like a National Con-
vention! If the Region realized a one
dollar profit per individual, the WAY-
BILL could be published six times a
year again without the benefits of ad-
vertising.

What we are trying to say is that what
the Region needs is a good following
by you, it's members. Just by atten-
ding Regional functions, a member is
helping to promote Model Railroading
within the unique clique that shares
his interests. Who knows what kind
of information you can acquire from
a person in your neighboring state at
a convention.

Enough depression. We will attempt
to fulfill the MWR Board's expecta-
tions by making the WAYBILL an ex-~
cellent and informative publication
for the membership.

and our predecessors, but we depend
on our members for whatever goes
into this paper. So if you have got a
sheet of paper, an envelope and a
stamp, send us an article, make a
comment and report any model rail-
roading news.

Your New Editors.

MODEL
RAILROAD

PUBLIC
INVITED

OPERATING LAYOUTS
MOVIES -SWAP SESSION
DISPLAYS-AUCTION -CLINICS

1977 1977

10 AM.—5 P.M.
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AUG 14
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ocT 23
NOV 13 |
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ADULTS $2.00 CHILDREN $100

FREE PARKING

DUPAGE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
COUNTY FARM ROAD WHEATON, ILLINOIS

UNDER & FREE
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The Midwest Region's Fall Con-
vention will be hosted by the
Central Indiana Division on
September 30, Oct. 1, and 2,
1977, in Indianapolis.

A very complete program is offered
to each model railroader and
railette. Outstanding clinics
are being presented by knowledg-~
able experts in the field.

You can see diesel detailing,
switch building, freight car
weathering, and tree making.

You can follow through with

an expert the workings of a
prototype freight agency and
listen to a clinic on realis-
tic design and operation of a
model railroad.

Contests will be open in all
catagories and a special one
pertaining to dioramas of
Junction Buildings.

At the banquet on Saturday night,
there is to be a special movie
shown called MODEL RAILROADING
UNLIMITED.

After the banquet, the MWR
puts on its famous auction.
Bring all your unused equipment
and no longer needed items for
this one!

We haven't forgotten the ladies!
The women can enjoy three clinics
and a shopping spree at the

local plaza.

Several layouts will be dis-
played for all to see. These
layouts represent the hard

work put out by CID numbers.

We can pay tribute to these div-
ision members by viewing their
layouts.

Let's see a big turnout at INDY
'77. The CID members have
worked hard for our, the Region's
benefit.
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ﬁ The once almost continuous dis-
P R ES I D E N T / s cussions over the long delay in
2 receiving membership cards have
abated, apparently due to the effort
R E P ORT made by the President and members
of the Region's BOD -- both verbally
and in writing -- to explain the
b e e s s S  — — ——— — —— problems involved.
Achievement Program activity in the Both Region Vice-President Bill
Midwest Region is down a little this Stewart and myself were re-elected
past year with only 10 certificates this year in the first popular vote
being awarded. Things look better election for Officers to be held in
for the coming year with 5 SOQ's the MWR for many a year. A new
ready for processing as of June 1. Secretary will be named shortly to
replace Gwen Frieder who was selected
Region membership is at an all-time as a Director in this year's election.
high of nearly 3,300 members with Treasurer Don Herling will remain as
the delinquency rate among NMRA mem- a valuable member of the team. It
bers in our Region considerably was Don, incidentally, who ran last
lower than the National average. year's highly profitable company
Most Divisions within the Region store at Railfun '76. (He may be
remain active and strong, although available for a slight fee, fellows.)
there are a couple of trouble spots.
Our Divisions are planning activities There will be several new faces on
that range from Open Houses to the Region BOD and they will no
Multi-Divisional Meets to layout doubt have new ideas about the
tours (including one this fall from things we are doing. I expect to
Chicago to Dayton, Ohio by bus!) have some extensive discussions and
Our Divisions are doing an out- undergo much soul-searching before
standing job of bringing the NMRA the year is out. In addition, we
to the individual member, and this share the problem that all of us
is what we feel it's all about. face, how to keep up with the in-

flation rate? A solution to that
problem will make someone a million-
aire (or should I say multi-million-
aire these days for it to have any
significance?).

It has been a good year overall for
the Midwest Region, although there
have been some disappointments. The

year ahead looks equally promising.
TP P R W S L T A e TOR Y

THERE WILL BE ONLY 2 WAYBILL ISSUES PER YEAR
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) Bob Mulvey
Many members that we have
talked to have shown suprise
to the fact that the National
headquarters may not be perme-
natly located in Indianapolis.
Of course, the leaders in the
NMRA have known of this from
the start. But as we have
found out, the "grass roots"
members have no knowledge of
the planned possible relocat-
ion.

At first, the EC/BOD was going
to locate the headquarters in
Indianapolis, but then the
considerations of the location
(i.e. accessto public trans-
portation such as highways,
railroads and large airports,
taxes, and location in relat-.
ion to prototype railroads)
came into consideration.
I'htse are all fine and good

»  points and we hope that the
National will find a location
that is equitable to all of
the criteria.

Please read the President's
column in this issue and let
Lou or myself know how you
feel about this action the
EC/BOD has taken. This is a
decision that is very
important to all members of
the NMRA and the more input
the Site Selection Committee
has the better. It will be g
tough job trying to find a
suitable location that will be
equitable to all of the memb-
ers so why not give them a
hand and let Lou know what
you think of a relocation.
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